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Thank you for giving us
strength and hope!
With your generous donations, Kat’z can continue to
provide much needed support at Lifewise Merge Cafe
Last Christmas, Kat’z shared with you the story of her life
on the streets. When you saw how things changed when
she found Lifewise Merge Cafe, you responded with such
amazing generosity.
Kat’z, who is one of many Merge Community Peer Support
Volunteers, found support, awhi, and opportunity at
Lifewise Merge Cafe. Every day, she meets others who are
experiencing homelessness to support them to turn their
lives around, just like she did. However, these life-changing
events would be impossible without the support of
generous donors. By donating to Lifewise, you are passing
on a healthier, more just society to future generations of
New Zealanders.
Merge Cafe is just one of many services Lifewise provides.
To know more about our work in Housing First, for children
and families, or for the elderly and people who live with
disabilities, visit lifewise.org.nz

How are we
going with
ending chronic
homelessness?
Starting in February last year,
Lifewise and Auckland City
Mission began providing housing
and flexible community-based
support for people experiencing
chronic homelessness in the
city centre. We support people
who have found it most
difficult to get off the streets:
People who have been rough
sleeping for a year or more,
those who have at least four
episodes of homelessness in
the past three years as well as
two or more co-existing issues,
such as addictions or mental
health issues.

33

moved into
permanent
homes
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Peer Support is only one part of the amazing mahi of
the Merge Community team
Besides supporting people who are experiencing
homelessness, the Merge Community Team also
builds connections with those who may not know what
it’s like to be homeless. In this picture, the Team is
leading an Urban Hikoi for employees of accounting
firm Grant Thornton, to help them understand what
life is like on the streets of Auckland.

15.5

Average number
of years spent
homeless

Our youngest
tenant is a
22-year-old,
oldest is 74

To see more detailed results
of the Housing First Auckland
City Centre programme, visit lifewise.org.nz
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What does Kat’z’s team do?

To see all the different, innovative ways in which
the Merge Community brings people together, visit
lifewise.org.nz
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Kia ora!
I feel so lucky
to share with so
much good news
and so many new
developments.
This newsletter
features only a
few of the dozens
of successes I
see every day;
successes that your ongoing
support has helped us achieve.
See the fantastic results of
Housing First, for example. You
helped us go from a concept and
design in 2016 to what is now a
city-wide, government-supported,
multi-agency collaboration.
People with lived experience of
homelessness -- those who helped
shape the success of our Housing
First programme -- are now part
of Merge Community, taking
the next step towards building
a connected, just, and inclusive
society. Meanwhile, whanau
and families are reconnecting in
our Early Childhood Education
centres. And generous supporters
from generations past are making
sure they build a legacy that
our children can be proud of.
Together, we have so much to be
proud of!

It’s not just about the children
Lifewise’s Early Childhood Education Centres also support families, whānau,
and the wider community

When we were making plans for the Glen Eden ECE about five years
ago, we wanted it to be a place where parents and whānau could be
themselves, to feel safe and make connections, while their children were
secure, happy and engaged in their learning. We held on to this concept
lightly as we didn’t know quite
how it would come to life.
Today, just six months after
this ECE opened, I’m starting
to see our grand plans come
to life. Some indicators for me
as the Centre Manager were
when parents, whānau, and
caregivers start to make their
own coffee in the morning
– in my opinion, we only do
this when we are comfortable and feel at home. Also when new whānau
would start with us, our existing parents would introduce themselves and
welcome them into the group – before we could as teachers.
Through the safety of our group, we have been able to meet some real
needs of our whānau. The struggle for some of our whānau is very real
and sometimes dire. We have supported families through devastating
grief – loss of babies, of jobs, and of homes and family breakdowns. We
have also encountered whānau with not enough food for their families.
This is where we are incredibly grateful for Victor Davies and the
Methodist Foodbank. This support has always been very gratefully and
humbly received. Some of our families were a little proud initially, but now
show they feel safe and ask for
a food parcel when they know
they could use some help.
Alongside this, we have
celebrated new jobs, children
starting school, babies’ first
birthdays and much more. So
by creating a very special space
to ‘be’, an amazing sense of
belonging and connection has
grown.

But that’s only my point of view.
What do you see when you look
at us? Do we make you feel like
a proud supporter of Lifewise?
How might we do better? We
would love to hear from you, so
please use the enclosed survey to
help us do better. It is your support
that enables us at Lifewise to build
connected, just, and inclusive
communities.

Our next vision is to have more
parent-led connections, in and
out of the centre, to further
empower and build up parents
and whanau, using the strengths
and capabilities in our parent/
whānau group.

Warm regards,
Moira Lawler,
Chief Executive, Lifewise
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Nourishing hope: Victor Davies of the
Methodist Foodbank with Ali Render.

Written by Ali Render,
Centre Manager at Lifewise’s
ECE Centre in Glen Eden
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Build a legacy for your
community’s future

Heartful art

A bequest can ensure that New Zealanders always
have the support they need to turn their lives around
Margaret
Blackwell,
born in Kaiapoi in 1907,
had a very special kind of
generosity. As a teacher,
nurse, and early childhood
education specialist, she
devoted her life to the
safety of children, be it in
times of war or in illness.
She was an early advocate
of parents staying with
their young children during
periods of hospitalisation.
As a Christian, she became deeply involved with
services that looked after the vulnerable, such as
the Inter-Church Counselling Centre and Friends
of the Service, whose purpose was to raise funds.
Margaret died relatively young in 1980, however, her
generosity lives on in her bequests, similar to those
given to Lifewise: Supporting families in need and
looking after children. Thanks to her gift, children
are growing up safe, surrounded by their family’s love,
and prepared for a bright future – just as Margaret
would have liked it.
Bequests enable Lifewise to commit to longer term
programmes and innovation such as Lifewise’s
Intensive In-home Parenting Support, the Housing
First programme, and Supported Living for Youth.
Bequest ensure that Lifewise always has the financial
resources to respond to issues that affect New
Zealanders in need. This is our promise to you:
Your invaluable gift will change the lives of Aucklanders
facing hardship. If you are considering a bequest,
you could:
• provide safe and happy homes for children
• assist elderly Aucklanders to remain independent
and living in their home
• provide parents with the education and support
they need to be the best parents they can be
• help people to access mental health and addiction
services
• provide early childhood education to children who
need it most.
To know more about bequests, please call Lee on
09 302 5654 or email LeeM@lifewise.org.nz
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To celebrate indigenous storytelling and culture, Australian
artist Robert Young shares his journey of identity and culture
in various locations around Auckland and Northland.
The rate of youth suicide in New Zealand is 16 suicides
per 100,000 people, twice as high as the US rate and
almost five times that of Britain. The statistics also reveal
that young Māori and Pacific Islander men are most at risk.
At Splice, we believe one way of preventing suicides is to
support nga rangatahi, our young generation, of Aotearoa
to see a larger presence of their culture and identity in
everyday life.
John MacDonald, Head of
Methodist Mission Northern and
chief Splicer, says, “We want our
rangatahi to see a connection to
their past and a celebration of
their futures.”
That’s why Robert Young is part of this year’s Splice
Heartful Art Movement; an annual event celebrating the
use of art and storytelling to overcome pain.
Robert’s powerful paintings are a celebration of his Gunnai
and Waradjurie heritage. His impressive body of work
ranges from canvas, sculptures, traditional Aboriginal
artefacts, a range of Puma footwear and various murals,
including a beautiful two-storey mural in Fitzroy’s iconic
Charcoal Lane.
Robert believes “young people have grown up ashamed
of where we’re from, not wanting to celebrate indigenous
culture and heritage. But now people from around the
world are waning to celebrate and acknowledge our
culture and our identity. There’s a greater awareness of
celebrating people’s uniqueness.” (New York Times, Sept.
6, 2017)
Robert will share his journey of identity and culture
from April 6th - April 24th in various locations around
Auckland and Northland, to celebrate indigenous
storytelling and culture. He is also available for public
speaking events & painting workshops.
If you would like Robert to visit your organisation,
please email Madison at maddy@splice.org.nz
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Rebuilt and renewed

The historic Everil Orr Retirement Village in
Auckland’s Mt Albert enters the modern age
Everil Orr Retirement Village stands testimony to how
our shared Methodist history ensures a secure future for
the community.
On behalf of the Methodist Mission Northern family,
Lifewise, and Airedale Property Trust, we would like
to express our gratitude towards generous supporters
such as William Astley, who gifted a section of his land
to what became the Everil Orr village – named after Rev
Everil Orr (in picture). Such bighearted gifts are helping
to build connected, just, and inclusive communities.
Please visit www.apt.org.nz to know more.

FOSTER ME
A FUTURE

The Lifewise Big Sleepout is
changing

in which
I can feel safe

While we work towards scaling up our
collaborative efforts to end homelessness,
we’re taking a different approach to our annual
fundraising event
To know how you
can support our
next campaign, visit
lifewise.org.nz

Tell us what you like!
And tell us what you don’t, too.

We really appreciate your ongoing support. But how
do you feel about us?
Take our five-minute survey to let us know how
we’re doing. Use the enclosed form or jump online
at lifewise.org.nz to send us your feedback.

Every year, Lifewise supports approximately 40
children into foster homes, however, the need for
Foster Carers in Auckland is at crisis levels –
During the past year, we received 229 placements
requests for children in need of a foster home.
Please consider becoming a Lifewise Foster Carer.
Our team are there every step of the way to support
you. Visit lifewise.org.nz to see what our Carers
have to say. Call Lifewise Family Services today on
09 818 6834 or email JessH@lifewise.org.nz

Stay Connected. Follow Lifewise.
facebook.com/lifewisenz
twitter@lifewisenz
lifewise.org.nz
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Tube

We’re now on INSTAGRAM

youtube.com/lifewisenz
linkedin.com/company/lifewise-nz

Keep up with us at
instagram.com/lifewiseNZ
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